
HOUSE CAUCUS BREAKDOWN

Republicans maintain a small enough majority that the 
Freedom Caucus holds an outsized influence

Currently, if Dems maintain unity, GOP can only lose 22 votes

Total Republicans* 238

Tuesday Group** ~52

Freedom Caucus** ~36

Total Democrats* 193

Blue Dog Coalition 18

New Democrat Coalition 61

Progressive Caucus 75

Vacancies 4

Whip stats (one vacancy)
• A majority requires 216 votes (if all 

members cast a ballot)
• Republicans can only lose 22 votes and 

maintain a majority

Freedom Caucus Median Republicans Tuesday Group
Blue Dog CoalitionMedian DemocratsProgressive Caucus

216 Votes 
Needed to 

Pass

Reps. Tiberi (R-OH), Murphy (R-PA), Franks (R-AZ) 
and Conyers (D-MI) have not yet been replaced



DEMOCRAT & REPUBLICAN FACTIONS

Background information on the ideological House caucuses

Most conservative caucuses

Freedom Caucus (~36 members)
• Farthest-right group
• Chair, Mark Meadows (R-NC11)

House Liberty Caucus (~35 members)
• Libertarian wing
• Chair, Justin Amash (R-MI03)

Moderate caucuses

Tuesday Group (~50 members)
• Fiscal conservatives and more 

socially liberal
• Co-chairs, Charlie Dent (R-PA15),        

Elise Stefanik (R-NY21)

Median Republican caucus

Republican Study Committee (170 

members)
• Limited spending and traditional 

values
• Chair, Mark Walker (R-NC06)

Liberal caucus
Progressive Caucus (75 members)
• Fiscally and socially liberal
• Co-chairs: Raúl Grijalva (D-AZ03), 

Mark Pocan (D-WI-02)

Median Democratic caucus

New Democrat Coalition (61 
members)
• Fiscally and socially moderate 
• Chair: Jim Himes (D-CT04)

Moderate caucuses
Blue Dog Coalition (18 members)
• Fiscally conservative, somewhat 

socially conservative
• Co-chairs: Jim Costa (D-CA16), 

Henry Cuellar (D-TX28), 
Dan Lipinski (D-IL03)



REPUBLICAN SENATE FACTIONS

Republicans only have a one-vote margin in the Senate and 
must secure nine votes from Democrats to break filibusters

60 Votes for Supermajority

50 Votes for Majority

Centrists Conservatives 

Sen. Susan Collins (R-ME) Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX)

Sen. John McCain (R-AZ)
Sen. Jerry Moran (R-KS)

Sen. Rand Paul (R-KY)Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-AK)

Due Process

Sen. Jeff Flake (R-AZ)
Sen. Mike Lee (R-UT)

Sen. Bob Corker (R-TN)
Sen. Tom Cotton (R-AR)



Education: Trump administration has worked to deregulate 
public education, promote school choice 

PROGRESS REPORT

What’s next?
• The GOP’s tax reform left intact a school supply deduction for teachers 

and breaks for student borrowers, but critics say the plan could hurt 
public school funding while supporting private school attendees

• For-profit college: Trump has signaled his support for a free market 
approach to public education, which DeVos may pursue going forward 

• Every Student Succeeds Act: The first deadline for ESSA state plans  
was April 3, and the second deadline was September 18. All states and 
Washington, D.C. have submitted plans; the Department of Education 
has begun reviewing these, and DeVos has approved the plans of 33 
states, Washington, D.C., and Puerto Rico so far

Eliminate Common Core
• Trump promised to cut Common Core, but 

states, not the federal government, already have 
the power to opt into the program

Scale back Department of Education
• Trump’s May budget proposal called for a $9.2 

billion cut to the Department of Education
• The House approved a bill to cut $2.3 billion 

from the Ed Dept, but the Senate Approps. 
Committee approved a$29 million increase 
funding for the department

Increase funding for school choice
• Trump pledged some $20 billion in federal 

funding for school choice programs
• The appropriations bill does not include school 

choice funding, but the GOP tax bill provides 
financial support for private school attendees

Fund more charter schools
• Trump’s education budget called for $168 

million for charter schools (a 50% increase)
• The administration has struggled to gain support 

for its proposed education budget 

Deregulate education mandates
• Trump ordered a review of the government’s role 

in K-12 education, which is still ongoing
• The department overturned two rules mandating 

new teacher training and school performance 
standards

Reduce student debt
• Trump promised on the campaign trail to reduce 

student debt and promote loan forgiveness
• The department reinstated large fees on 

defaulted student loan debt, revoked two 
consumer protection rules for students and has 
approved no student borrower defense claims

■ Completed     ■ In progress     ■ Stalled     ■ No action 



Education

LEGISLATIVE FORECAST FOR THE 115TH CONGRESS

February 2017

Recent key developments on education policy and potential future actions

February 2018:
Congress passed the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018. The bill – which largely 
disregarded the White House’s budget proposal – included an extra $4 billion for 
“student-centered programs that aid college completion and affordability.” It also 
increased NIH funding by $2 billion, most of which goes to colleges and universities, 
but did not provide a solution for DACA recipients, many of whom are students.

December 2017:
After the Senate GOP tax bill passed on December 2, the House and Senate passed a 
reconciled version. On December 22, Trump signed the bill into law. The final bill left 
intact a school supply deduction for teachers and breaks for student borrowers, but critics 
say the plan could hurt public school funding while supporting private school attendees.

February 2018:
On February 14, 14 people were murdered by a gunman at a Parkland, FL high 
school. Student survivors spoke out, demanding that Congress keep schools safe by 
adopting gun control measures. On February 22, Trump suggested that schools should 
arm some teachers – a controversial stance that has propelled gun control into the 
national spotlight.

Potential actions

• The Ed Department may delay by two years, or scrap, 
an Obama-era rule that seeks to ensure minority 
students are not being placed in special education 
classes more often than necessary

• Every Student Succeeds Act: The first deadline for 
ESSA state plans was April 3, and the second was 
September 18. All states and Washington, D.C. have 
submitted plans; the Ed Department has begun 
reviewing these, and DeVos has approved plans from 
33 states, Washington, D.C. and Puerto Rico

• With 241,000 DACA recipients currently enrolled in 
college, the March deadline for DACA’s phase-out 
has significant implications for students. Congress 
can re-instate the program, find another way to 
protect recipients, or allow DACA protections to end; 
no solution was included in the 2018 budget deal

Betsy DeVos, who supports 
school choice and opposes 
government regulation of 
education, is confirmed as 
education secretary in a 
controversial, historically 
close 51-50 vote

May 2017

The department released new 
guidelines for transgender students’ 
rights, which don’t address bathroom 
usage and state that complaints could 
be dismissed based on jurisdiction. The 
dept. also began disassembling two 
consumer protection rules for students

Administration announces 
proposed budget cut of 
$9.2 billion from the Ed 
Department for FY 2018, a 
cut representing 13.5% of 
the department’s existing 
budget

An internal memo said 
that the Justice 
Department was 
seeking lawyers for 
investigations into 
university affirmative 
action policies; Harvard 
investigation ongoing

Administration 
announces rewrite of 
campus sexual assault 
policy; scrapped a rule 
requiring colleges to 
use lowest standard of 
proof in assault cases

June 2017 August 2017 September 2017

Legislative timeline



Changes affecting colleges in the tax reform package
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TAX REFORM

Excise tax on private university endowments
• Previously – Not taxed
• Now – 1.4% excise tax on net investment income 

of private colleges with more than 500 students 
and non-educational assets of at least $500,000 
per full-time student

Unrelated business income tax
• Previously – Taxed at business income rate
• Now – Taxed at business income rate (21%) and 

prohibits offsetting from different “activities”

Higher education deductions maintained:
• Student loan interest deduction

• Up to $2,500 for taxpayers with income below 
$80,000

• Student tax credits
• Maintains lifetime learning credit, Hope 

Scholarship Credit, and the American 
Opportunity Tax Credit

• Tuition reduction/assistance
• Retains Sec. 117(d), Sec. 117(d)(5), and Sec. 127 

Athletic charitable contributions
• Previously – Could deduct up to 80% of athletic 

booster fees

• Now – No deduction for athletic events

Reformed: Threatened but maintained:



Betsy DeVos could loosen Obama-era campus sexual assault 
guidelines 

TITLE IX GUIDANCE

Title IX guidance 
The Obama administration issued guidelines for investigating and adjudicating sexual assault for 
more than 7,000 universities that get federal funding. It lowered the standard of proof in sexual 
assault cases and allowed accusers to appeal not-guilty findings. Federal funds would be withheld 
from schools that didn't comply

Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos released a statement saying the department would go through a 
formal process seeking public input in order to replace the current system with a more effective and 
just system and roll back certain guidelines, arguing that Obama had gone too far

Aspects of Title IX guidance, or the 
“Dear Colleague Letter”

• All adjudications involving allegations of sexual 
misconduct, of the lowest possible burden of proof, a 
“preponderance of evidence”— around 50% likelihood 
of guilt

• Administration encouraged the school to appoint a staff 
member to act as detective, prosecutor, judge, and jury

• Critics say the letter included vague language to 
prosecute “rape, sexual assault, sexual battery, and 
sexual coercion,” without specific definitions 

Potential actions by the Trump 
administration

• Critics argues that the Obama administration was 
disregarding the rights of students accused of sexual assault

• DeVos echoed these concerns and stated that the Education 
Department will open the issue up for public comment and 
possibly make the definition of ‘sexual assault’ more narrow 

• DeVos also said she wants to make sure harassment 
definitions do not impede free speech on campuses

• 60 organizations and 20 state attorneys general have urged 
DeVos to keep the protections in place



Overview of the legislative timeline for DACA & Trump’s 
potential actions to end it 

DACA

In January 2018, a federal district judge issued an 
injunction against the end of the DACA program 
and as a result the USCIS announced they had 
resumed accepting requests to renew a grant of 
deferred action under DACA

On September 5, 2017, Trump said, "I have advised 
the Department of Homeland Security that DACA 
recipients are not enforcement priorities unless they 
are criminals, are involved in criminal activity, or are 
members of a gang"

Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals is 
created by the Obama 
administration

Trump chooses to 
end DACA, hands it 
over to Congress to 
make it into law or 
get rid of it

June 2012 September 5, 2017 September 13-14, 2017 January 25, 2018

Key moments related to DACA 

DACA negotiation timeline

Congressional 
Democrats say they 
reached a deal with the 
president, but Trump 
tweets that there was 
actually no deal

The White House proposes a 
path to citizenship for DACA 
recipients along with limits to 
family-based immigration and 
appropriating $30 billion for 
the border wall

What now?
• The government stopped accepting new applications for 

DACA protections from undocumented immigrants on 
October 5, 2017, and resumed on January 14, 2018, 

• However, DACA beneficiaries could face deportation as 
soon as March 5

• On January 16, Trump said the White House will appeal the 
federal judge’s order to the Supreme Court 

• On February 26, the Supreme Court declined to hear the 
Trump administration's appeal of the ruling that requires 
the government to keep DACA going

• This means the March 5 deadline is largely meaningless and 
the case will continue to move through the court system


